
By Denis Atam: 

denisatam@rmtw.com  

From May 1st until 

May 3rd, 2009 the 

annual ASAV Mem-

bership Meeting took place at the 

Hawkview Ranch, Bend Oregon, 

hosted by Karen and Doug Bish. It 

was the first time that the ASAV 

membership meeting was hosted in 

the Northwest and it was appreci-

ated and accepted very well. The 

setup was perfectðASAV could not 

have asked for more. Karen and 

Doug are professional Shagya 

breeders and have a perfect setup for 

such an event. Everything was taken 

care ofðvery well planned, organ-

ized and executed up to the last de-

tailða big ñThank Youò to Karen & 

Doug! The weather also was favor-

ableðwhat else could we ask for? 

Before the official part of the event 

started Karen gave us a tour and 

showed us several of their horses at 

hand. We had the opportunity to 

meet & greet many Shagya lovers, 

breeders and friends when they ar-

rived Friday afternoon. To name a 

few: the Bakoniôs, Nancy Skakel, 

Carolyn Tucker, Mary Lehman, 

Kilian & Drena Dill, and others.  

The highlight of this afternoon was 

a special performance & presenta-

tion by Nochecita a 13 year old, 

formerly wild mustang mare and her 

partner Sandy Kleinðtogether 

known as the ñPainting Mustangò.  

It was amazing to see additional 

tricks Sandy and ñCitaò were per-

forming for the interested audience. 

    www.thepaintingmustang.com  
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The following dayðafter a nice 

breakfast ï we started the day with an 

impressive demonstration of the riding 

skills from Frank Bakoni as a Hussar! 

Frank gave a 30 min. overview about 

the history of the Hussars, their code 

of honor, explained all the bitôs & 

pieces of the uniform and especially 

talked about the horses used by the 

Hussars and the connection to the 

Shagya-Arabians. Several visitors took 

the advantage to have personal pic-

tures taken together with Frank in his 

authentic uniform.  

The next presentation was given by 

the farrier Randy Bickel 

www.hoofrehab.com  about proper & 

correct hoof care. He brought up some 

new aspects in regards to the angle of 

force, the elasticity and the blood cir-

culation inside the hoof, whichðfrom 

his point of viewðsome farrier just 

donôt pay enough attention to. After-

wards he gave a life demo of hoof care 

to one of the horses.  
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